XX                                      THE PREFACE.
yet it swarms with errours, imputable partly to haste, and partly to ignorance: thus where MENU says, that emissaries are the eyes o " a prince, -the Persian phrase makes him ascribe our eyes to the person of a king; for the word char, which means an emissary in Sanscrit, signifies four in the popular dialect*
The work, now presented to the European world, contains abundance of curious matter extremely interesting both to speculative lawyers and antiquaries, with many beauties, which need not be pointed out, and with many blemishes, which cannot be justified or palliated. It is a system of despotism and priestcraft, both indeed limited by law, but artfully conspiring to give mutual support, though with mutual checks; it is filled with strange cojiceits in metaphysicks and natural philosophy, with idle superstitions, and with a scheme of theology most obscurely figurative, ,and consequently liable to dangerous misconception; it abounds with minute and childish formalities, with ceremonies generally absurd and often ridiculous; the punishments are partial and fanciful; for some crimes, dreadfully cruel, for others reprehensibly slight; and the very morals, though rigid enough on the whole, are in one or two instances as ih the case of light oaths and of pious perjury) unaccountably